
Friday, May 29, 2015 ~ 8 pm
Coolidge Auditorium

Library of Congress, Thomas Jefferson Building

Etienne Charles 
Creole Soul

tHE iRA AND lEONORE gERSHWIN fUND 

IN THE lIBRARY OF cONGRESS



Please request ASL and ADA accommodations five days in advance of the concert 
at 202-707-6362 or ADA@loc.gov.

Latecomers will be seated at a time determined by the artists for each concert.

Children must be at least seven years old for admittance to the concerts.

Other events are open to all ages.

Please take note:

Unauthorized use of photographic and sound recording equipment
is strictly prohibited.

Patrons are requested to turn off their cellular phones, alarm watches,
and any other noise-making devices that would disrupt the performance.

Reserved tickets not claimed by five minutes before the beginning of the event
will be distributed to stand-by patrons.

Please recycle your programs at the conclusion of the concert.

•

The Ira and Leonore Gershwin Fund in the Library of 
Congress was established in 1992 by a bequest from Mrs. 
Gershwin to perpetuate the name and works of her husband, 
Ira, and his brother, George, and to provide support for 
worthy related music and literary projects.

Part of National Chamber Music Month



Etienne Charles 
Creole Soul

Etienne Charles, Trumpet/Percussion 
Brian Hogans, Alto Saxophone 

Alex Wintz, Guitar

Sullivan Fortner, Piano 
Ben Williams, Bass 
John Davis, Drums 

The Library of Congress
Coolidge Auditorium

Friday, May 29, 2015 — 8 pm
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Program 

SELECTIONS tO bE aNNOUNCED fROM tHE sTAGE

•



2

About the Artist

Jazz artist Etienne Charles was recently selected as a 2015 Guggenheim Fellow. He is the 
assistant professor of jazz trumpet at Michigan State University. Charles was described  
by The New York Times as "an auteur," and by Jazz Times as "A daring improviser who 
delivers with heart wrenching lyricism." According to Downbeat Magazine, "Charles 
delivers his ebullient improvisations with the elegance of a world-class ballet dancer." 
He has received critical acclaim for his exciting performances, thrilling compositions and  
knack for connecting with audiences worldwide. In June 2012, Charles was recognized in  
the U.S. Congressional Record for his musical contributions to Trinidad and Tobago and  
the world.  

Perhaps more than any other musician of his generation or Eastern Caribbean 
origin, Charles brings a careful study of myriad rhythms from the French, Spanish, 
English and Dutch speaking Caribbean to the table. Crucially, as a soloist, he fully 
understands the New Orleans trumpet tradition (which is readily discernible in his 
trademark instrumental swagger) and what famed Crescent City pianist Jelly Roll 
Morton so succinctly captured in the now immortal phrase, "The Spanish Tinge." 

His latest recording, Creole Soul has received critical acclaim worldwide for its 
fusion of root grooves from the Afro-Caribbean. His previous release, Kaiso 
(Culture Shock Music 2011), features his arrangements and interpretations of 
the music of calypso legends Lord Kitchener, Mighty Sparrow and Roaring Lion. 

As a sideman he has performed and or recorded with Monty Alexander, Roberta Flack, 
Frank Foster, Ralph MacDonald, Johnny Mandel, Wynton Marsalis, Marcus Roberts, 
Maria Schneider, Count Basie Orchestra, Eric Reed, Lord Blakie, David Rudder and 
many others. He holds a Master's degree from the Juilliard School and a Bachelor's degree 
from Florida State University. For more information please visit etiennecharles.com.

 
Watch videos of recent Library of 

Congress events on YouTube!
youtube.com/libraryofcongress
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Concerts from the Library of Congress

The Coolidge Auditorium, constructed in 1925 through a generous gift from 
Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge, has been the venue for countless world-class 
performers and performances. Gertrude Clarke Whittall presented to the 
Library a gift of five Stradivari instruments which were first heard here during a 
concert on January 10, 1936. These parallel but separate donations serve as the 
pillars that now support a full season of  concerts made possible by gift trusts and 
foundations that followed those established by Mrs. Coolidge and Mrs. Whittall. 

Concert Staff
CHIEF, MUSIC DIVISION

ASSISTANT CHIEF

SENIOR PRODUCERS FOR 
CONCERTS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

MUSIC SPECIALISTS

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

RECORDING ENGINEER

TECHNICAL ASSISTANT

PRODUCTION MANAGER

CURATOR OF 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

CURATOR OF 
THE COOLIDGE FOYER DISPLAY

BOX OFFICE MANAGER

PROGRAM DESIGN

PROGRAM PRODUCTION

Susan H. Vita

Jan Lauridsen

Michele L. Glymph
Anne McLean

Nicholas A. Brown
David H. Plylar

Donna P. Williams

Michael E. Turpin

Sandie (Jay) Kinloch 

Solomon E. HaileSelassie

Carol Lynn Ward-Bamford

Raymond A. White

Anthony Fletcher

Nicholas A. Brown

Michael Munshaw

•
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Support Concerts from the Library of Congress

Support for Concerts from the Library of Congress comes from private gift and trust 
funds and from individual donations which make it possible to offer free concerts as a 
gift to the community. For information about making a tax-deductible contribution 
please call (202-707-5503), e-mail (jlau@loc.gov), or write to Jan Lauridsen, 
Assistant Chief, Music Division, Library of Congress, Washington, DC 20540-4710. 
Contributions of $250 or more will be acknowledged in the programs. All gifts will 
be acknowledged online. Donors can also make an e-gift online to Friends of Music 
at www.loc.gov/philanthropy. We acknowledge the following contributors to the 
2014-2015 season. Without their support these free concerts would not be possible.

GIFT aND tRUST fUNDS  

Julian E. and Freda Hauptman Berla Fund
Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge Foundation
William and Adeline Croft Memorial Fund
Da Capo Fund
Ira and Leonore Gershwin Fund
Isenbergh Clarinet Fund
Irving and Verna Fine Fund
Mae and Irving Jurow Fund
Carolyn Royall Just Fund
Kindler Foundation Trust Fund
Dina Koston and Robert Shapiro Fund for 

New Music
Boris and Sonya Kroyt Memorial Fund
Wanda Landowska/Denise Restout 
	 Memorial Fund
Katie and Walter Louchheim Fund
Robert Mann Fund
McKim Fund
Norman P. Scala Memorial Fund
Karl B. Schmid Memorial Fund
Judith Lieber Tokel & George Sonneborn 

Fund
Anne Adlum Hull and William Remsen 

Strickland Fund
Rose and Monroe Vincent Fund
Gertrude Clarke Whittall Foundation
Various Donors Fund

DONOR cONTRIBUTIONS

Producer ($10,000 and above)
Reva and David Logan Foundation
John J. Medveckis
S&R Foundation
Adele M. Thomas Charitable Foundation, 

Inc.

Guarantor ($5,000 and above)
Bridget B. Baird
Brian D. Baird
Brandeis University Alumni Association
Cassaday & Company, Inc.

Underwriter ($2,500 and above)
British Council USA
George Sonneborn
Ruth, Carl and Beryl Tretter

Benefactor ($1000 and above)
Susan Clampitt and Dr. Jeremy P. Waletzky
Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation
Fred S. Fry, Jr.
Milton J. Grossman,

In memory of Dana Krueger Grossman
Randy Hostetler Living Room Music Project 

and Fund
Italian Cultural Institute
David A. Lamdin,
	 In memory of Charles B. and Ann C. Lamdin
Egon and Irene Marx
Joyce E. Palmer

•
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Patron ($500 and above)
Anonymous
Bette A. Alberts 
William D. Alexander
Daniel J. Alpert and Ann H. Franke
Bill Bandas
Peter and Ann Holt Belenky
Sandra J. Blake,  

In memory of Ronald Diehl
Richard W. Burris and Shirley Downs
Doris N. Celarier
Edward A. Celarier and Gail Yano
Herbert L. and Joan M. Cooper
Dr. Ronald Costell and Marsha E. Swiss,

In memory of Dr. Giulio Cantoni and  
Mrs. Paula Saffiotti

Geraldine and Melvin C. Garbow
Howard Gofreed
The Richard and Nancy Gould Family Fund
Wilda M. Heiss, 

In memory of Dr. James W. Pruett
Frederic and Lucia Hill Charitable Fund
Nancy Hirshbein and Robert Roche
Sheila Hollis,

In memory of Emily and Theodore Slocum
Sandra D. Key, In memory of Dr. James W. Pruett
Dr. Rainald and Mrs. Claudia Lohner
Mary Lynne Martin
Winton E. Matthews, Jr.
Undine A. and Carl E. Nash
John O'Donnell
John Mineto Ono
Dr. Judith Pederson and Dr. Eldor Pederson
Arthur Purcell
Sidney H. and Rebecca F. Shaw
Christopher Sipes
Philip B. and Beverly J. Sklover,

In memory of Lila Gail Morse
Maria Soto

Patron (Continued) 
James and Carol Tsang
Joan Undeland, 

In memory of Richard E. Undeland
Harvey Van Buren
Sidney Wolfe and Suzanne Goldberg

Sponsor ($250 and above)
Henry and Ruth Aaron
The Honorable Morton I. and Sheppie 

Abramowitz
Eve Bachrach
Anthony C. and Delores M. Beilenson
Elena Bloomstein
The Caceres-Brown Family,  

In memory of Beryl A. Brown 
William A. Cohen
Kenneth Cooper
Pamela M. Dragovich
Lawrence Feinberg
Becky Fredriksson
Roberta Gutman, 

In memory of David Gutman
Raquel Halegua
Linda Lurie Hirsch
Zona and Jim Hostetler
Virginia Lee,  

In memory of Dr. and Mrs. Chai Chang Choi
Michael D. Moss
George P. Mueller
Roberto J. and Mabel A. Poljak
Irving L. and Juliet Antunes Sablosky
James and Janet Sale
Maria Schoolman, 

In memory of Harold Schoolman
Linda Sundberg
Elaine Suriano
Ianina J. Tobelmann
Georgia Yuan and Lawrence Meinert




