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SOUTH BOOX STACK.

First to fifth story from fop.—Bound newspapers and works on art.

Sixth story.—Bound periodicals.

Seventh story.—Directories, fiction (in part), orientalia; Shakespeare,
Homer, Dante, Virgil, Goethe.

Lighth story.—Bound periodicals.

Ninth story.—Copyright duplicates.

EAST BOOK STACK.

Library (in part) of the Smithsonian Iustitution.

Reading room.—Gallery: United States documients. Alcoves on floor:
Americana (in part); genealogy, biography, local listory, referenice books,
fiction (in part). v

The Library closed on July 31; was opened to the public on November
1. This meant the adjustment of over 400,000 books so that they might
be available. Siuce then the reading room has been in use daily except
on Sunday. While the public has therefore the advantages of a splendid
reading library the work of classification still goes forward, and in a short
time we hope to liave every volume and pamiplilet even of the miscel-
lanieous matter in its appropriate place.

As apart of the present system, there is a pneumatic tube, a tuunel, and
electric machinery for the trausmission of books from the Library to the
Capitol. It wonld be impossible to overestimate the importatice of this
ingenious work in the practical efficiency of Library administration. A
test was made of its operations on October 27 by the Library officials.
The telephotie was 1ot yet in operation, aud therefore the experiment

" was under imperfect couditions. Without any prearraugeinent or fore-

warning a request for books was conveyed through the pueumatic tube
from the Capitol tothe reading desk in the new Library. I ten minutes
and five secouds the volume asked for reached the Capitol. The secoud
request was for four books—oue in Euglish, the other three in Italian,
German, aud Freuch, respectively. Three of them, the Italian, German,
and English, came withiu eight minutes and eleven seconds. The French
volume, Les Chitiments, arrived two minutes later. The third was a
request for The London Tiumes containing an account of the battle of
Waterloo.  The Times, the volunie of 1815, was promptly found on its
appropriate shelf in the upper part of thie Library Building, but owing
to a little delay at the reading desk was twelve minutes in reacling the
Capitol.

The test was notable as demoustrating the practical convenience of the
Library in the service of Cougress and the Supreme Court. Under the
old system the Library was so congested, books were heaped up in so
maiy crevices and out-of-the-way corners, down in the crypt, hidden in
darkuess from access of observation, that obtaining a voluie, and espe-
cially, one out of the rauge of general reading, was a question of time and
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patience. Frequently, it depended upon the phenonienal memory of the
distinguished Librarian. '

The present arrangement may be described as almost automatic in its
character, and there is no reason why a Senator at his desk, or a Justice
of the Suprenie Court in the conference rooni may not summon the page
and have whatever he requires within twelve or fifteen miuutes. This
is not a theory or an anticipation, but a practical demonstration. The
new Library brings its treasures within an easier reach of those who
need them than ever before.

THE LIBRARY AS ARRANGED.

The question of arrangement of the new Library building has been
under careful considerationn. Assignments have been made, but they are
still subject to such changes as experience may justify.

THE BASEMENT.

The copyright departmet has been assigned to the southwest pavilion
and the unorth aud south curtains. In the south curtain and pavilion are
the offices of the register and clerks. Imthe north curtainare the archives—
that is to say, where an original copy of every copyright article is pre-
served. The offices of the superintendent of the buildiug are in the
west south curtain. The west north curtain remains unassigned, but is
filled with books and pamphlets. The west north pavilion has been set
apart for the blind. 'The eastern pavilion and curtains have heeu given
over to the bindery, the packing and mail rooms, and for purposes of
general utility. .

THE FIRST STORY (LIBRARY FLOOR).

The central feature of the first story is the reading roomi, with its sur-
rounding alcoves. The newspapers and periodicals will be given as much
of the south and east south curtains as may be requisite. ‘T’he Swmith-
soniau Institution, the manuscript, the Toner and Washiugtou collections
will have special places iu tlie eastern curtains. Tlhe catalogue depart-
ment will occupy as much of the north curtain as is requisite. The
southwest pavilion is devoted to the reading room of the Seunate; the
west south curtain to that of the House. The executive offices of the
Library are in the west north curtain. Here will be found the Library
records, and the books of rare value and iuterest, which are specially
safeguarded. The manuscript department has been assigned to the
northeast pavilion for reasous of security.

THE SKECOND STORY (GALLERIES).

This is the finest in the way of decoration of the Library floors. Keep-
ing this in view, the four pavilions aud the western curtains will be
devoted to exhibitionn purposes, rare books, works of art, aud notable
collections. The southern gallery will be given to graphic art, selec-

~




