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S IN THE .HOUSE ‘OF REPRESENTATIVES
o . Fesruary 20, 1917 :

intlod Bine il mes

Mr Lmnman introduced, the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
P 'mittee 'on” F‘m-mgnr Affairs and ordered to be ‘printed. :

A BILL

To provnda for an adv;sory referendu.m vote before a declaration

Freaii

of war b.y Congress.
Be it rmacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

=

iﬁ}ééibf the United Stdléé'of America 'in.Coﬁgress assembled,
That whenever the President of the United States shall

® ®a e oo ® e

sever ’diplblﬁatic \1'.é1i1.‘l;ions with .an_v foreign Government
without the consent of Congress previously - obtained the
‘Director of the Burea,u of the Census _shall ascertain anﬂ
report to Congress the nnmbel of persons votmg for and

'W’agsunst a declm'atlon of war ag hereinafter provided.
SEC. 2 Thaj, mlmedmtelv upon the severance of dlpiu-

manc relatlons as aforesaid the Secretan of State shall
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11 f'notsfy ‘the' Publlc Printer, who* shall w1thm eight days

12 "thereafter, cause to he pnnted and malled to each post office
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in the United States in the inverse Otder of dlstances from ‘

Washington, District of Columbla a sutﬁcnent number o

blank ‘ballots to enable each adu]t . i:hout regar lto-»sex,
residing w1thm the limits of ﬂty dehvery, rural delivery,
and other postal service from such office (including its
stations and branches from whlch\mtul ‘deliveries are made),
to vote for or against a declaration of war. The said ballots

shall be printed in pairs, one original and one marked “ Du-

plicate,” and shall be of such size and shape and bear such

local identification marks as the Director of the Bureau of the

Census may determine to be most suitable to enable the votes
to he counted by congressional .(]isti'icts as rapidly as possible;
and each ballot shall be printed in subsﬁmtially the follwwing
form, namely : >

“Shall the United States declare war agginst the

Government of

(here insert name of country),
with which Government our President has severed diplo-

matic relations?

“ (Signed) _—
“ Residing at (place of residence) .
““State of : , in the —— congressional distriqt.
“ Post office .

“Yes. [] No.
“Mark an X in one of the squares, and, on the oppo-

site side, the address of the Bureau of the Census, Wa.s.h—
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»mghon,})lsh*mt ‘of Columbia, and' the words *Official

- buginess.” 7.

' 8r. 8. That the Public Printer shall forwaid with the
ballots _seﬁt to each post office printed notices announcing
to the public that the ballots are available for distﬁgl’.lﬁon
dﬁring a period of five days beginning at ﬂ' date specified
not more than ten days: after receipt by the ‘Pl_lb]i'c Printer
of the motification from the Secretary of Smm' and each -

- postmaster, or his deputy, shall: immediately on recelpt of |

the ballots cause the said printed notmes to: be posted in
conspicuous. places in the post office and in each branch or

station under his jurisdictior. = For a period of five days

/! from the date specified in 'the notice the postmaster or his ;
: deputy ‘shall distribute the ballots either directly or through

the regular carrier service to persons entitled to vote on the
question, in accordance with the provis‘ions of this Act.
Sec. 4. That every citizen of the United States eighteen
years of age and over, without regard to sex, shall be entitled
to obtain one original and one duplicate of the ballots at the
posi; office where he or she receives mail if there is no free
delivery, or from the letter carrier if there is city déliver‘y,
or from a rural mail carrier if such person receives mail on
a rural route from that office; and each such person shall be
entitled to mark one original and one duplicate ballot and

to mail the original ballot to the Bureau of the Census,
& :
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Washington, District of Columbia, and ihe}dixpl_i_qg%ﬁfg' the

Member of Congress representing the congressional district
in which the voter resides. *No postage shall ‘be necessaty
upon such card ballots. [ Gd e slatlen

Sec. 5. That upon receipt of said original ballets, the

Director of the Bureau of the Census shall userthe: staff and

equipment of said bureau to ascertain separately thejﬂhmﬁér
of affirmative and negative votes cast from each State and
from each congressional distriet: . Provided, ‘ﬁhﬁt no ballots
received at the Bureau of the Cenéus,later than ‘the fifteenth
day from the beginning of the distribution from: post offices
shall he counted. The Director of the Bureau of the Census

shall report the result of the count to Congress /not later
than five _dnys after the last day upon which ballots may' be

received for counting.




