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Tech Trends + Transparency: Enhancements in

Government Legislative Websites
Today’s Agenda:

Comparative report
— Search/Browse
— Languages

— Mobile friendly
— Tracking & Alerts
— Unique features
— Challenges
Questions?
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Tech Trends + Transparency: Enhancements in
Government Legislative Websites

* Question 1: What is the best feature for your legislative
research needs?

—  https://www.polleverywhere.com/multiple choice polls/wEmdnxu6pFjeYVj

What is the best feature for your legislative research needs?
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Search/Browse - Comparative Report
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Search/Browse - Canada

— LEGISinfo: A research tool on the Parliament of Canada’s
website for finding information on legislation pending before
Parliament

— Includes Browsing/Search features
— “Legqislation at a Glance”
— Quick search

— Advanced Search: Users can search by Parliament session,
originating chamber, bill type, political affiliation, and bill status
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Search/Browse - India

The Parliamentary Bills Information System

— browse bills by bill status: introduced, passed, pending, granted
presidential assent, lapsed, withdrawn, or “negatived” (rejected)

— Advanced search box: based on the bill type (Govt./Private), bill
status, session in which the bill was introduced or passed, or the
member or ministry that introduced the bill

— Lacking in language accessibility and context
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Search/Browse - India
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Search/Browse - Kenya
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— Kenya Law: National Council

for Law Reporting Laws of Kenya
— State Corporation
— Contains extensive legal information . e

— Search by Act name, Act/Chapter number i T T -~
or full text search Or browse table of contents e T ———
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Search/Browse - Tanzania

«  Universal search box e Lovrn
*  Search box for
individual items s
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Ability to Watch/Listen to
Parliamentary Proceedings




Languages - Comparative Report
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Languages - Canada

— French & English - Official bilingualism
— Constitution Act, 1867

- Section 133: “The Acts of the Parliament of Canada and of the Legislature of
Quebec shall be printed and published in both those Languages.”

— The Official Languages Act

- Recognized “the official language status of English and French in all matters
pertaining to the Parliament and the Government of Canada.”

— Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

(4
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Bilingual View - Canada
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Languages - Sweden
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Languages - Tanzania
— Kiswabhili

Wasiliana Nasi Zabuni Nafasi za Kazi Faharasa Maktaba ya Picha English

Jamhuri ya Muungano ya Tanzania

BUNGE LA TANZANIA

Shughuli za Bunge -

Mfumo wa Kamati ~ Wabunge ~ Machapisho - Kutembelea na Ziara -

Hon. Job Y. Ndugai
Spika wa Bunge

» Wajibu wake Bungeni
# Wasifu

@ Muulize Spika / Maoni

Dr. Thomas D. Kashililah
Katibu wa Bunge
» Wajibu wake Bungeni
AALL 2007 | AUSTIN, TEXAS | ki

# Muulize Katibu / Maoni

Spika wa Bunge, Mhe Job Ndugai akikabidhiwa jezi na Mchezaji wa timu ya FC GRACE UNITED STATES Ndg. Robert
Allen kabfa ya kuanza kwa mechi kati yao na timu ya Bunge katika Uwanja wa Jamhuri Mjini Dodoma.




Languages - Tanzania

— English
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J PARLIAMENT OF TANZANIA &
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Mobile Friendly - Comparatlve Report

Apps & Mobile-friendly Websites
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Mobile Friendly - Canada

— Updated House of Commons website
* Video demonstration
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Mobile Friendly - Canada
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« Updated House of Commons/Senate ' P ari-s 0
websites that are mobile-friendly with a BiTE | oo o oMt it criaffiiniis
. . Tebis of Conianin
responsive design. o s .
« Users are able to access the legislative =1 AT, R
information website via mobile devices. : | M, ettt ==
« LEGISinfo website “does not offer an e e
optimized version for mobile devices.” Only T
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Mobile Friendlx - Canada
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Mobile Friendly - Canada
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parfiament.go ke <

— Parliamentary website not mobile friendly
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Mobile Friendly - Kenya ..... o o o=

kenvalaw.ong c

— Not mobile friendly, but user friendly
— Most items in HTML, some items in PDF
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Mobile Friendly - South Africa
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Mobile Friendly - South Africa
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Mobile Friendly - South Africa

awiaE GIET 0TS Ak - B
& parkament govza &

FANLIAMENI o

ing ey (i w Buyseeys ol P & Wem On

WHAT'S ON

LRI FEE BAEE TP

Dhat Pl st dodm of CORTITOCTEG P 0Ny | §avsiaieg 10

et ol Tk Ll ivve L0 3corad i echisl ok

Wiy Thip PF e A G This Coffafir] 168 IMeddLa ekl
s 1aH keive 2017

PAALIAMENTARY PROGAAMIME

Do (e Lotk Mateidl fyeerraly progamme for lent
¢ o epdates on Lidh lone 20

Paymnilomd thie Lairsk Nacenal Louide af Provecr

£ farterm @ updated on 136 March JULY
Dasnioad the ket Matenal Coair 1 Prowonre
(IS oo i 22t updased oo 1569 March 2915

susas aTRT @ i1k ARy R . wama GTRT 7 B0 AW
B g d e L8
& parflament.gow.za
Exlig
-l Jrwri ddaen M e JOLT -
- ndr SFhr e 1 T e TH R

LLbhid B i L0 CLTl e 22 CR T LY
belere Parlimrsrd

PEFENCE AMENDMENT BILL

-l_ At ksl Mgl
BRI s e ot et ey
n EEEN 1hatl Vi Do wil Pl T S
—
n EE Hlanhdlam Wadir
B it Premiasi F e S
B i o
fear 01T

Tirle: Iniraduced Lihe

7]
I ! Epl e n LI L] nppp—

w0 ORI




W 50 2017 | AUSTIN, TEXAS

Mobile Friendly - United States

— Congress.gov uses responsive design
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Availability of Tracking and Alerts
an Parliamentary Websites
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Tracking & Alerts - Canada

RSS feeds — subscribe to a number of topics:

- new bills before committees
- the latest activity or progress for bills

- Custom RSS feed: new bills matching certain
filters or search criteria.
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- new bills for the current session of Parliament === -
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Tracking & Alerts - Tanzania
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Tracking & Alerts - Tanzania
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Tracking & Alerts - United States

BES and Bmail Aleris

— Avariety of RSS and Email Alerts  —...-
on Congress.gov ?».'._,;.-. |

Tracker: B Lt i
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Unique Features - Comparative Report
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EL CONGRESO DE LOS CHICOS

— http://chicos.congreso.gob.ar/img/PARA _COLOREAR%
204-01.jpg




Unique Features - Argentina

20 | (D chicos congresa goban #xectin [T

* Argentina has a children’s website

explaining the legislative process with
—  games,
—  videos,
—  quizzes,
—  pages to color, and
—  other information

EL'CONGRESO'DELOS'CHICOS NS
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Unique Features - Austria
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Unique Features - Austria

i
REPUBLIK CSTERREICH
You have to be at least 16 years Old  s™ barlarse

and be an Austrian citizen to vote.
Fill in your first and last name, le E!b.t‘.‘mu::m::;;:;uu:; JﬁEM?ﬁg‘?ﬁmm“;ﬁéimthHJisﬁl

code, city, country, and valid email o vsmmsplianl et e, n oy seinie it ki et i Reamacaiim e b i e
address. A link will be emailed to the  zatngs R imn et P sy B B S s

email add reSS that you provided, ?l.le-q::rltﬂlr-rnu.*fcln'auhg:E Makddemsses an. Wi senden Fnen emen Link oo Bestaigung ded Zyshmmmung
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Unique Features - Canada

MEMBEER WLIKE

el Pt Sl Bl el 7 TH10 P

. “Live View of House Proceedings”
« Allows a user to see if the House is in

Wil Lybicessd Tope=s i Wiw Hiuss

SRR S e 5
session
A @ . -.-r.-..:-: i i E.EE .l!lll_r_sa.l a8 TR T TEE P W P R @ BT L T
 House agenda, decisions, and committee B :
meetings SAODS e

Members’ work in the current session (which
includes the number of members in office,
bills presented, votes recorded, petitions () COMANTTRES: Ovsmtors e st oy ol ssbermsrirs vt o
presented, and committees established)

* Most Discussed Topics in the House
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Unique Features - Germany
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 Germany has a ‘“virtual eagle”
chatbot that answers Deutscher Bundestag
questions users type in the
search box and provides links =
to relevant parts of the w\' Ervice

parliamentary website. =
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Unique Features - United States

Legmizion Congresmonal Recond  Cosmitiess  Meshbers Eign e

CONGRESS.GOV

Ouiick O Advanced Q Browas EamchTools  Gdooary  Mescurses Bl Cortel

. Congress.gov in the U.S. has

the ability to download your i D .
search results. s [ e D

||'M|lel \”mnmm - 143 o 43 | 100 T g - S0 by | Mumzer - Descanding v Wiew | Expanged v
Lime ¥our Search =5
_— 1. H R 1352 — e Congress [2017-2048)
Lk To nai M D afw Atairs o ity-basod tient kinie in Paps Pego. Amaricas Samea, iha
& Legisiaton H Faleomavasgs Enl Farsus's Huniis W& Clinic,
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Unique Features - United States

Downloaded on  7/3/2017 11:44:33 EDT

. Conq reSS qov |n the U ) S ) has Search URL https://www.congress.gov/search?searchResultViewType=expanded&g=%7B%22congress%22%3A%22115%22%2C%22s0urce%22%3A%22|egislation%
the ablllty to download your Legislation Amends Number of Latest Action
Number URL Congress Bill Title Sponsor Date of Introduction Cosponsors Committees Date Latest Action
Sea rch resu |tS . H.R. 1362 https://w 115th Congress (201 To name t Rep. Rade 3/6/2017 5 House - Veterans 3/31/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-16.
H.R.1238 https://w115th Congress (201" Securing c Rep. Youn 2/28/2017 2 House - Homelan  6/30/2017 Signed by President.
H.R.1228 https://w115th Congress (201" To provid: Rep. Harp 2/27/2017 1 House - House Ac 4/3/2017 Became Public Law Mo: 115-19.
H.R. 657 https://w1 115th Congress (201" Follow the Rep. Duffy 1/24/2017 11 House - Oversight  6/14/2017 Became Public Law Mo: 115-40.
H.R. 609 https://w1 115th Congress (2017 To design; Rep. Kelly 1/23/2017 17 House - Veterans  3/13/2017 Became Public Law Mo: 115-9.
H.R.534 https://w1 115th Congress (2017 U.5. Want Rep. Emm 1/13/2017 10 House - Foreign A 5/8/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-32
H.R. 375 https://wr 115th Congress (201. To design: Rep. Black 1/9/2017 8 House - Transpori 6/6/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-39
H.R. 366 https://wr 115th Congress (201° DHS SAVE Rep. Perry 1/6/2017 2 House - Homelan 6/6/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-38.
H.R. 353 https://wr 115th Congress (201 Weather F Rep. Lucas 1/6/2017 & House - Science, ! 4/18/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-25
H.R. 321 https://w 115th Congress (2017 Inspiring t Rep. Com: 1/5/2017 68 House - Science, ! 2/28/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-7.
H.R. 274 https://w 115th Congress (2017 Modernizi Rep. Moul 1/4/2017 10 House - Oversight  5/16/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-34.
H.R. 255 https://w115th Congress (201" Promoting Rep. Esty, 1/4/2017 44 House - Science, ! 2/28/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-6.
H.R. 244 https://w 115th Congress (201" Consolida Rep. Cook 1/4/2017 28 House - Veterans 5/5/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-31
H.R. 72 https://w 115th Congress (201 GAO Acce Rep. Carte 1/3/2017 0 House - Oversigh!  1/31/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-3.
H.R. 39 https://w115th Congress (201 TALENT AcRep. McCe 1/3/2017 0 House - Qversighi  1/20/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-1.
H.J.Res. 99 https://w115th Congress (201" Making fu Rep. Freli 4/26/2017 0 House - Approprii  4/28{2017 Became Public Law No: 115-30
H.J.Res. 83 https://w1 115th Congress (201" Disapprov Rep. Byrmi 2/21/2017 11 House - Educatior 4/3/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-21
H.J.Res. 69 https://w1 115th Congress (201" Providing Rep. Youn 2/7/2017 2 House - Natural R 4/3/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-20
H.J.Res. 67 https://w1 115th Congress (201. Disapprov Rep. Roon 2/7/2017 7 House - Educatior  4/13/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-24
H.J.Res. 66 https://wr 115th Congress (201 Disapprov Rep. Walk 2/7/2017 7 House - Educatior  5/17/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-35
, H.J.Res. 58 https://w115th Congress (201 Providing Rep. Guth 2/1/2017 13 House - Educatior  3/27/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-14,
r H.J.Res. 57 https://wr 115th Congress (201 Providing Rep. Rokil 2/1/2017 13 House - Educatior  3/27/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-13
H.l.Res. 44 https://w 115th Congress (201 Disapprov Rep. Chen 1/30/2017 16 House - Natural R~ 3/27/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-12.
H.).Res. 43 https://w 115th Congress (2017 Providing Rep. Black 1/30/2017 147 House - Energy ar ~ 4/13/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-23
H.J.Res. 42 https:/{w115th Congress (201 . Brach 1/30/2017 35 House - Ways anc  3/31/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-17.
H.J.Res. 41 https://w 115th Congress (201 . Huize 1/30/2017 33 House - Financial 2/14/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-4.
H.J.Res. 40 https://w 115th Congress (201" Providing Rep. John 1/30/2017 120 House - Judiciary 2/28/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-8.
Anl L ZO0T | AUSTIN, TEXAS H.l.Res. 38 https://w1 115th Congress (201" Disapprov Rep. John 1/30/2017 71 House - Natural R 2/16/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-5.
H.J.Res. 37 https://w115th Congress (201" Disapprov Rep. Foxx 1/30/2017 17 House - Oversigh'  3/27/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-11.
5. 1094 https://w1 115th Congress (2017 Departme Sen. Rubit 5/11/2017 39 Senate - Veteran«  6/23/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-41.
S. 1083 https://w 115th Congress (2017 A bill to at Sen. John: 5/10/2017 2 House - Oversigh'  6/27/2017 Became Public Law No: 115-42.



Unique Features - United States

e Congress.gov in the U.S. has
the ability to download your
search results.
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Challenges

— Infrastructure Issues - Africa

— Fragmentation of efforts

— Differing Constituencies - United States
— Finite Resources

#AALL17
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Challenges - Africa

— Infrastructure challenges
» Access to Internet
* Electricity and other issues

#AALL17
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Challenges - Africa

— Fragmentation of Efforts

« Example: South Africa — Parliamentary website,
government website, University of Pretoria, & others

* Volume of information
— Tanzania (bills cover recent 2 years; Hansard (2013-2017)

e Context

— South Africa and Tanzania parliamentary sites provide
? limited context (Hansard)
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Challenges - Africa

* Maintenance Issues
— Tanzania Parliament: latest Act (March 3, 2017)

— Nigeria Nat. Assembly: latest parliamentary debates
(2015).

— Malawi Parliament: latest Bill (Feb. 10, 2017).
» Access to Information Act

0 THE STATUS QUG
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Challenges - India

— Fragmentation of efforts — Private organizations

» Parliamentary Bills Information System:
Provides only basic information on the bills
under consideration or previously passed by
parliament. Very little in terms of context.

« Parliament Research Service (PRS) — Tries to
fill in the gap.

HAALL17 AALL /...
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Challenges - Differing Constituencies

— In the United States

» House of Representative
Senate

Executive Branch

Law Librarians

General Public

#AALL17
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Challenges - Finite Resources

— Across all sites, time and money is a factor.

#AALL17




Tech Trends + Transparency: Enhancements in
Government Legislative Websites

* Question 2: What would you like to see added to

Congress.gov?

—  https://www.polleverywhere.com/multiple choice polls/ (- Respond at PollEv.com/andrewweber550
54XObnBkefBZ1Ee [J Text ANDREWWEBERS50 to 22333 once to join, then A, B, C, D, E...

Bound Congressional Record A
Chatbot B
Children's Website o
D
E
F

4 Congressional Hearings

AL More integrated video
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Support Legislation Feature



Questions & Answers

' Tariqg Ahmad Hanibal Goitom
Foreign Law Specialist Foreign Law Specialist
Library of Congress Library of Congress

@tgqahmad81 / tahm@]loc.gov - @HanibalGoitom / hgoi@loc.gov

Andrew Weber

Leg'i,l,ztr']\;zg'rformat'on System For more information, read the
Library of Congress repqrt, Features of |
@atweber / anwe@loc.gov Parliamentary Websites.
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